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SUMMARY. BEFITTING THE LEADER OF AN INCREASINGLY 
PRESIDENTIAL REGIME, GISCARD ATTRACTED MORE THAN HIS 
SHARE OF PUBLIC ATTENTION DURING MAY, COMING IN FOR 
SOME OF THE MOST EXCESSIVE PRAISE HE HAS RECEIVED IN 
HIS YEAR IN OFFICE, COUPLED WITH SOME CRITICISM. 

POLITICALLY, HIS MAJORITY COALITION REMAINED STRONG 
WHILE THE UNION OF THE LEFT PURSUED THE STERILE INTERNAL 
QUARRELING WHICH HAS PROGRESSIVELY LESSENED ITS 
CREDIBILITY AS A VIABLE OPPOSITION. A SOFRES POLL MAY 
16 INDICATED THAT UNEMPLOYMENT CONTINUES TO BE THE 
AVERAGE FRENCHMAN'S NUMBER ONE CONCERN, BUT THE RESULT 
SO FAR SEEMS TO BE A RELUCTANCE TO STRIKE FOR FEAR OF 
JEOPARDIZING ONE'S JOB. END SUMMARY. 

1 . I AM THE PRESIDENT: GISCARD CELEBRATED HIS FIRST 
YEAR IN OFFICE IN MAY (REF A) BY DOMINATING THE HEAD- 
LINES FROM ONE END OF THE MONTH TO THE OTHER. HE MUST 
HAVE BEEN FAR FROM PLEASED AT THE NOTORIETY HE RECEIVED 
EARLY IN THE MONTH, HOWEVER. AFTER ISSUING THE USUAL 

MAY 8 VE-DAY COMMEMORATIVE STATEMENT AND REKINDLING THE 
ETERNAL FLAME UNDER THE ARC DE TRIOMPHE, GISCARD WITH 
LITTLE OR NO CONSULTATION DRAFTED A LETTER TO THE EC 
COUNCIL IN BRUSSELS TO THE EFFECT THAT FRANCE WOULD NO 
LONGER OFFICIALLY CELEBRATE MAY 8, AND SUGGESTED THAT 
THE EC MEMBER NATIONS BEGIN CELEBRATING THE FOUNDING OF 
EUROPE INSTEAD (REF B). FRENCH PUBLIC REACTION WAS AT 
BEST MIXED WITHIN THE PRESIDENTIAL MAJORITY AND GLEEFUL- 
LY HOSTILE ON THE LEFT, WHICH IMMEDIATELY WRAPPED 
ITSELF IN THE FLAG. 

2. GISCARD'S DECISION-MAKING: UNDAUNTED, GISCARD ALMOST 
SIMULTANEOUSLY .- AND WITH EQUALLY LITTLE CONSULTATION 
WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT - ANNOUNCED FRANCE'S RE-ENTRY 
INTO THE EC MONETARY "SNAKE" (REF C). WHILE THIS 
DECISION WAS A GOOD DEAL LESS CONTROVERSIAL THAN THE 
ABOLITION OF VE-DAY CELEBRATIONS, GISCARD'S PROPENSITY 
FOR SOLITARY DECISION-MAKING IS BEGINNING TO DISTURB 
SOME THOUGHTFUL FRENCHMEN WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE 
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GOVERNMENT. PRESUMABLY, THE PUBLIC REACTION HAS GIVEN 
GISCARD PAUSE, ALTHOUGH FEW IN THE GOVERNMENT ARE 
CONVINCED HE WILL DRASTICALLY CHANGE HIS LONE- WOLF 
APPROACH. GISCARD-WATCHERS ALSO NOTED WITH INTEREST HIS 
RINGING REAFFIRMATION OF FRENCH DEFENSE PRINCIPLES (LAID 
DOWN BY DE GAULLE AND POMPIDOU) IN HIS MAY 8 SPEECH TO 
SOLDIERS IN MOURMELON, REFLECTING A SINCERE DEVOTION TO 
THE FRENCH NATIONAL "INDEPENDENCE" DEAR TO HIS UDR 
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COLLABORATORS. GISCARD'S REFORMIST-MINDED COLLEAGUES IN 
THE CENTER WARMLY WELCOMED HIS MAY 21 DECLARATION OF 
INTENTION IN A FIGARO INTERVIEW TO "ABOLISH THOSE 
PRIVILEGES THAT ARE LEFT" WITHOUT RUNNING THE RISK OF 
AN "EGALITARIAN SOCIETY". 

3. HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: GISCARD MUST HAVE ENJOYED MAY 
MORE AND MORE AS IT PROGRESSED. THE CELEBRATION OF HIS 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY IN OFFICE ON MAY 19 THREATENED TO TURN 
INTO AN ORGY OF SELF-CONGRATULATION ABETTED BY MASSIVE 
PRESS COVERAGE. EACH OF THE THREE TV NETWORKS RAN 
PROGRAMS ON "GISCARD AFTER ONE YEAR," WITH THE PRESIDENT 
HIMSELF PARTICIPATING. RADIO STATIONS, NEWSMAGAZINES 
AND NEWSPAPERS OF ALL STRIPES RAN LONG RETROSPECTIVES. 
GISCARD HELD A MEETING OF HIS GOVERNMENT ON MAY 20 AT 
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THE ELYSEE TO CELEBRATE THE EVENT, THEN FLEW TO ALSACE 
TO DINE WITH THE ENTIRE POPULACE OE THE TOWN OF 
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RINGELDORF, WHOSE 48 ELECTORS HAD VOTED UNANIMOUSLY FOR 
HIM A YEAR BEFORE. FINALLY, HE HOSTED AN ELYSEE LUNCHEON 
FOR 210 JOURNALISTS WHO QUESTIONED HIM AT LENGTH AFTER 
THE DESSERT. IN ALL, GISCARD ALLOWED - AND EVEN 
ENCOURAGED - THE CELEBRATION OF HIS FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
IN OFFICE TO DEVELOP INTO A GRAND PRODUCTION WHICH 
BORDERED ON THE EXCESSIVE WITHOUT APPEARING TOO CONTRIV- 
ED. ALL THIS HAD SOME EFFECT: A SOFRES POLL RELEASED 
MAY 23 SHOWED THAT 53 PERCENT OF THOSE POLLED FELT THAT 
GISCARD SHOULD RUN AGAIN WHEN THE TIME CAME, WHILE A 
MAY 29 IFOP POLL SHOWED GISCARD'S POPULARITY UP TO 59 
PERCENT, HIS HIGHEST YET (COMPARED WITH 53 PERCENT IN 
APRIL). 

4. THE IR AND THE UDR: THE PRESIDENTIAL COALITION 
REMAINED DOCILE IN MAY, EXCEPT FOR SOME TRANSITORY POST- 
VE-DAY GRUMBLING AT GISCARD BY GAULLISTS AND A FEW 
INDEPENDENT REPUBLICANS. IR SECRETARY GENERAL DOMINATI 
PREDICTED THAT HIS PARTY WOULD REACH 30,000 MEMBERS IN 
JUNE AND 50,000 IN OCTOBER, FIGURES WHICH STRUCK MOST 
OBSERVERS AS INFLATED. THE UDR MEANWHILE SPENT THE 
MONTH PREPARING FOR ITS FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION SINCE 
NOVEMBER 1973, WITH 7,000 GAULLIST FAITHFUL DUE TO 
ASSEMBLE IN NICE ON JUNE 14-15. SPECULATION IS LEANING 
TOWARD THE VIEW THAT CHIRAC WILL RETAIN THE SECRETARY 
GENERALSHIP; IF HE ABANDONS IT, IT WILL BE TO HAVE 
HIMSELF ELECTED UDR PRESIDENT. CHIRAC IS NOT DIVULGING 
HIS INTENTIONS, EVEN TO HIS UDR COLLEAGUES. HE TOO MUST 
HAVE BEEN PLEASED BY THE END-OF-MONTH IFOP POLL (PARA 
3), WHICH SHOWED HIS POPULARITY AT A NEW HIGH, FROM 43 
PERCENT IN APRIL TO 47 PERCENT IN MAY. 
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5. THE CENTER: MAY WAS A RELATIVELY CALM MONTH IN THE 
POLITICAL CENTER, WITH CONTINUING DECLARATIONS IN EAVOR 
OE UNITY EROM ALL PARTIES AND CONTINUING DIFEICULTY IN 
ACHIEVING SUCH UNITY. RADICAL PARTY PRESIDENT JEAN- 
JACQUES SERVAN-SCHREIBER ANNOUNCED A JUNE CONGRESS OE 
RADICALS DESIGNED TO CREATE AN "ORGANIC UNITY" BETWEEN 
THE RADICALS (WHO SUPPORT GISCARD) AND THE LEFT 
RADICALS (WHO SUBSCRIBE TO THE OPPOSITION COMMON 
PROGRAM). J-J S-S EURTHER DECLARED THAT HE WOULD NOT 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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SEEK A DIRECTING POST IN WHATEVER UNIPIED ENTITY 
EMERGES FROM THIS CONGRESS. MICHEL PONIATOWSKI WARNED 
THE CENTRISTS IN A NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW THAT THEY COULD 
NEVER HOPE TO PLAY A TRULY CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN THE 
GOVERNMENT UNLESS THEY PORMED A GENUINE CONFEDERATION 
WHICH WOULD GIVE THEM REAL POLITICAL WEIGHT. BUT THE 
OLD DICHOTOMY BETWEEN THE RADICAL BRANCH AND THE CHRIS- 
TIAN DEMOCRAT BRANCH OF THE CENTRIST MOVEMENT, COUPLED 
WITH STRESS AMONG COMPETING PERSONALITIES, CONTINUES TO 
MAKE CENTRIST UNITY SEEM LIKE A DISTANT AND UNATTAINABLE 
DREAM. 

6. THE LEFT -CONTINUING INDECISIVENESS: MAY SAW BOTH 
THE SOCIALIST (PS) AND THE COMMUNIST (PCP) PARTIES 
CONTINUE THE INWARD-LOOKING DEBATE, DESIGNED POR INTER- 
NAL CONSUMPTION, WHICH HAS GRADUALLY REPLACED THE 
WINTER'S QUARRELS. BOTH PARTIES ANNOUNCED "CHARTERS OF 
FUNDAMENTAL LIBERTIES" FOR THE PRENCH PEOPLE AND HELD 
"NATIONAL DAYS OP DIALOGUE" WITH WORKERS WHICH RECEIVED 
ALMOST NO PUBLICITY AND SEEM TO HAVE BORN LITTLE PRUIT. 

PCP SECRETARY-GENERAL GEORGES MARCHAIS ANNOUNCED THAT HE 
WOULD MEET WITH PS PIRST SECRETARY MITTERRAND, SHARPLY 
DISAGREED WITH MITTERRAND OVER THE REPUB LICA APFAIR IN 
LISBON AND BLAMED THE PRESS POR THE PCP DEPEAT IN THE 
TARN BY-ELECTIONS (REP D). IN A RELATED MOVE, THE PCP 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE ELECTED JEAN KANAPA, SECTION HEAD POR 
POREIGN RELATIONS, TO REPLACE THE LATE JACQUES DUCLOS 
IN THE PARTY'S POLITBURO. SOME OBSERVERS READ THE MOVE 
AS THE BEGINNING OF A REHARDENING OP PCF ATTITUDES, A 
CHANGE THEY SEE CONPIRMED BY MARCHAIS" RECENT STATEMENTS 
WHICH GIVE NEAR-TOTAL SUPPORT TO THE PORTUGUESE COMMU- 
NISTS AND WHICH HAVE APPEARED TO RAISE ONCE MORE THE 
SPECTER OP NEO-STALINISM. 

7. PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES: THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 
UNHAPPILY OVERSHADOWED IN THE FACE OP ELYSEE SPECTACUL- 
ARS, DEBATED THE GOVERNMENT'S NUCLEAR PROGRAM (REP E), 

THEN TURNED TO THE FOREMOST OP GISCARD'S REPORMIST 
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BILLS - DIVORCE LIBERALIZATION. ALL PARTIES EXCEPT THE 
PCE ARE ALLOWING THEIR DEPUTIES TO VOTE INDEPENDENTLY. 
AS WE GO TO PRESS THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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- AFTER AN UNEXPECTEDLY CALM DEBATE - HAS JUST PASSED 
THE NEW LAW BY A WIDE MARGIN. PROPOSED LAWS ON REAL 
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ESTATE AND CAPITAL GAINS TAXATION ARE EXPECTED TO BRING 
ABOUT SOME HEATED DEBATE IN JUNE, BUT PAVORABLE ACTION 
IS EXPECTED EVENTUALLY ON TEXTS WHICH WILL FALL SHORT OF 
GISCARD'S PROPOSALS AND EXPECTATIONS. THE PUTURE OP 
THE PROPOSED "HABY REPORM" ON PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
EDUCATION IS MORE DOUBTPUL, HOWEVER' AND THERE IS A 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE GOVERNMENT MAY LOOK POR COMPROMISE 
SOLUTIONS TO AVOID PURTHER MAJORITY DISSENSION - 
INCLUDING THE POSSIBLE DEPARTURE OP EDUCATION MINISTER 
HABY. 

8. THE LABOR SCENE: ON MAY 16, A SOPRES POLL PUBLISHED 

IN FIGARO SHOWED UNEMPLOYMENT TO BE THE PRIMARY CONCERN 
OP THE PRENCH. WITH 800,000 REGISTERED UNEMPLOYED 
(SEASONALLY ADJUSTED PIGURES), THE PROBLEM IS ONE WHICH 
THE GOVERNMENT IS NO LONGER TRYING TO SOPT-PEDAL. IN 
SPITE OP LEFT OPPOSITION ATTEMPTS TO STIR PUBLIC 
PROTEST, THERE WERE FEW IMPORTANT STRIKES IN MAY, 

PRIMARILY BECAUSE OP A RELUCTANCE ON THE PART OP 
EMPLOYED WORKERS TO PUT THEIR JOBS IN JEOPARDY. OTHER 
THAN A PEW ISOLATED STOPPAGES IN POSTAL SORTING CENTERS- 
MAINLY IN PARIS - ONLY THE CONTINUING LABOR CONFLICT AT 
THE PARISIEN LIB ERE NEWSPAPER GAINED MUCH PUBLIC NOTICE. 
THE MANAGEMENT OP THIS MASS-CIRCULATION TABLOID HAS COME 
INTO REPEATED CONPLICT WITH THE CGT'S SYNDICAT DU LIVRE, 

AND THE PAPER , APTER FAILING TO APPEAR FOR MORE THAN A 
MONTH, HAS NOW BEGUN REAPPEARING IN A VERSION PRINTED IN 
BELGIUM. SIGNIFICANTLY, NO OTHER PARIS PAPER HAS BERN 
ABLE TO PUBLISH AN ARTICLE CRITICAL OF THE CGT PRINTERS 
UNION, WHO REFUSE TO PRINT ONE WITHOUT EQUAL SPACE BEING 
DEVOTED TO THEIR POSITION. FIGARO'S EDITOR, JEAN 
D'ORMESSON, HAD TO ADMIT IN A RADIO INTERVIEW THAT CGT 
IS EXERCISING IN EFFECT A CENSORSHIP OVER NEWSPAPER 
REPORTING ON THE PARISIEN LIBERE AFFAIR. 

9. IN MOST AREAS, HOWEVER, MAY SAW GISCARD FIRMLY IN 
CHARGE AFTER A YEAR IN OFFICE, FACING AN OPPOSITION IN 
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CONSIDERABLE DISARRAY AND SURE OE A MAJORITY COALITION 
EITHER IN SYMPATHY WITH HIM OR HAVING NO PLACE ELSE TO 
GO. AT THE END OE THE MONTH DISCOURAGING ECONOMIC 
STATISTICS APPEARED' SHOWING A 0.9 PERCENT PRICE RISE 
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IN APRIL AND THEREBY INDICATING THAT INFLATION CONTROLS 
WERE NOT WORKING TOO WELL. BUT POR THE TIME BEING, 

PRENCHMEN SEEMED AWARE THAT THEIR PROBLEMS WERE LESS CRITICAL 
THAN IN MOST PLACES IN THE WORLD, DETERMINED NOT TO ROCK 
THE BOAT TOO HARD, AND REASONABLY HAPPY TO HAVE GISCARD 
AT THE HELM - EVEN IF THEY WERE NOT ALWAYS SURE WHAT 
COURSE HE WAS STEERING. 

10. COMMENT: WHILE BASKING IN A FLOOD OP SELP- 
CONGRATULATORY RETROSPECTION, GISCARD AND HIS TEAM ARE 
NEVERTHELESS KEEPING A NERVOUS EYE ON THE PUTURE WHERE 
THE SOLUTIONS TO PRANCE'S MAJOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS ARE LESS DISCERNIBLE NOW THAN A YEAR AGO. IN 
THIS CONTEXT, GISCARD'S REMARKS TO THE JOURNALISTS AT 
THE MAY 21 LUNCH INCLUDED A THEME THAT IS RECURRING WITH 
GREATER PREQUENCY LATELY. "I BELIEVE," SAID GISCARD, 

"THAT THE SOLUTION TO MOST OF OUR MAJOR ECONOMIC, 

MONETARY AND EVEN POLITICAL PROBLEMS DEPEND ON DISCUS- 
SIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS OP WORLDWIDE DIMENSIONS." IN 
OTHER WORDS, PRANCE IS NOW GOVERNED BY A TEAM OF GREAT 
VISION AND TECHNOCRATIC BRILLIANCE WHICH IS TRYING TO 
PERSUADE THE REST OF THE WORLD TO POLLOW ITS IDEAS. IP 
THINGS DON'T WORK OUT, BLAME THE REST OP THE WORLD, NOT 
US. 
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